108	How to know the Indian Waders.
The colour is a very rich deep bay or reddish chocolate,
with the belly and flanks very distinctly barred with black
and white. This colour is set off by a bill of the most deli-
cate light green, and the usual red eyes ; the feet are
olive-green.
The length is thirteen and a half inches with the wing
six and a quarter. The species is only found in the Anda-
man Islands, where it lives on swampy ground and near
streams, feeding on small forms of animal life. Its nest has
been taken, with six eggs, in the middle of July ; it was
made of grass. The eggs are about an inch and a half long,
and pinkish with brown and purple markings. The bird
bears captivity well, and I have seen it in the Zoological
Gardens of both. Calcutta and London.
The remaining Rails have the usual long toes, and are
almost self-coloured ; they are all small birds and resident
in our limits. The White-breasted Water-hen is placed in
the same genus with them, but as in so many points it
resembles the true Water-hen I have treated of it together
with these.
The Ruddy Crake.
Amaurornis fuscus.—blanfobp, Faun. Brit. Ind.,
Birds, Vol. IV, p. 170.
This is a plainly plumaged bird, olive-brown above and
pinkish chestnut below and on the face ; but the feet are
bright red, the bill being greenish-brown. Some birds
have whitish throats, and the young always show this,
being also olive all over without the ruddy tint.
The length is eight and a half inches, with the wing four
inches. This pretty little Crake is generally distributed
over the Empire, and ranges east of it to Java and Japan.
In Ceylon it is a winter visitor and is rare in the Peninsula
and unknown in Sind, Rajputana, and the Western Pun-

